Pearls: stroke.
The diagnosis of ischemic stroke continues to be a clinical one, although advances in neuroimaging have expanded our understanding of the correlation between clinical symptoms and neuroanatomical localization. Careful neurologic examination allows localization in both neuroanatomical and vascular space. Findings on neuroimaging are then correlated to assess their clinical relevance. Transient ischemic attack is recognized as a warning sign for impending vascular disease, but even less specific transient neurologic symptoms are associated with increased risk. Stroke can occur at any age. For women, the postpartum period is a time of elevated risk for arterial ischemic stroke.